
 

 

  

  

The NSS unit of Gitarattan International Business School in collaboration with Why Waste 

Wednesday’s NGO and their project Vikalp under the mentorship of Dr. Ruby Makhija, director 

and founder of Vikalp organized a grand launch of project Vikalp in Rohini district on 20th July 

2022 at Banda Singh Bahadur Community Centre, sector 5 Rohini. The occasion was graced by 

Ms Ankita Mishra IAS, Deputy Commissioner, Rohini Zone MCD. The event started off by 

welcoming the chief guests by Dr Ruby Makhija and Ms Mona. The gathering comprised of 

shopkeepers from all over Delhi who are registered with this project. The event commenced with 

a welcome speech by Dr Ruby. She welcomed the guests and then addressed the gathering. She 

emphasized on how plastic is a blessing if it’s used with caution and not being abused by the 

individual. She also talked about what VIKALP is all about and the major crux of this project. 
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The Project Vikalp aims at reducing the use of single use plastic by providing alternatives to the 

same at source. This includes establishing of stalls to borrow cloth bags in markets also making 

the neighborhood grocery stores and vegetable vendors becoming VIKALP stores where they 

will encourage the customers to use cloth bags instead of plastic bags. Cloth bags are provided 

by the foundation in all these stores. Consumers may pick up the cloth bag making a payment of 

Rs.20. On returning the cloth bag at any of these VIKALP stalls and stores, the customer can get 

a refund of Rs20 i.e. their original deposited amount. Stickers are placed at all stalls in these 

markets mentioning the location of VIKALP stalls and stores. Also she highlighted the problems, 

challenges of single-use plastic, what all items are banned according to the new rule and then 

about their simple solutions. Ma’am then beautifully catered to the suggestions, queries of the 

audience gathered there. After her speech, District Chairman of Inner Wheel society Ms. Mala 

Rishi, addressed the audience. She threw some light on the importance of cloth bags and told that 

these cloth bags were made by women in the factory who are under their club association and by 

using these bags we are providing them employment opportunities and help them earn money. 

After her speech, Ms Ankita Mishra, Deputy Commissioner also gave the speech and explained 

how plastic is affecting each individual on this planet and she encouraged all to join project 

VIKALP. After their speeches, Dr Ruby along with all the guests and NSS program officers and 

members distributed 5 free bags along with two posters to all the shopkeepers who are associated 

with VIKALP. The event ended with a sense of responsibility amongst the individuals present at 

the venue to consider themselves as responsible citizens of the world who are taking steps to 

improve the environment by moving towards eco friendly lifestyle. 
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