
Centre for Legal Studies of Gitarattan International Business School organized its first national

law seminar on “Race, Religion, structure and Crime-Recent Trends” on 5th January, 2019. This

seminar attempts to discuss the issues relating to religion-crime relationship in different models

and along with comprehensive crime measures and separate dimensions of religiosity.

Participation was open to Corporate Executives, Legal Practitioners, Academicians, Research

Scholars and Students in order to ensure enriched deliberation and focused discussion.

The seminar comprised of three sessions. Theme of the first session was on Secularism State and

Political Process.  Mr. Jetendra Singh,Senior Advocate of Supreme Court of India started the

session by explaining how offences were being committed under the veil of religion. He

discussed about preamble, the basic structure of the constitution, rule of law and dharma. He

explained that dharma is righteousness and law is for righteousness. All religions are assets of

dharma and significance of a religion is not reduced by act of individuals.He explained

Fundamental duties and its importance. He discussed Mohd. Ahmed Khan v. Shah Bano Begum

case and A. K. Gopalan v. The State of Madrascasethat helped the participants to understand the

subject muchdeeply.He concluded the session by saying that ‘If we protect dharma, dharma will

protect us. If you commit crime nobody will come to help you, your help can be only by your

reformative attitude’.
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The second session was on the theme Majority-Minority Issues in Religious Freedom.Prof.

Manjula Batra from Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi spoke on the concept of communal

harmony and its importance. She talked of minority and majority as well as equality and its

relevance in maintaining peace in society . She explained how social justice and welfare are the

main objectives of our constitution. She described Article25,Article 26, Article 27 and Article 28

of the constitution. She enlightened how fundamental rights are subjected to certain restrictions

by the Indian constitution. Various case laws   like Indra Sawhney & Others v. Union of India,

Raghunathrao Ganpatrao v. Union of India, Dr. M. Ismail Faruqui v. Union of India and Others ,

NHRC v. State of Gujarat, AIIMS Students Union v. AIIMS, Sarla Mudgal v. Union of

India,Lily Thomas v. State of Tamil Naduand many more cases were also part of the discussion.

She concluded the session by saying ‘if we aren’t the solution for problem for nation, we are

problem for everyone’.

The third and the post-lunchsession was on Offences Under Veil Of Religion.Prof. J L Kaul ,

from Campus Law Centre, University of Delhi and Former Vice Chancellor of HNB Garwal

University, threw light on the concept of secularism, religion , peace etc.He said Secularism

means that governments should remain neutral on the matter of religion and should not enforce

nor prohibit the free exercise of religion, leaving religious choice to the liberty of the people.

One manifestation of secularism is asserting the right to be free from religious rule and teachings

or in a state declared to be neutral on matters of belief from the imposition by government of

religion or religious practices upon its people. He talked about khap panchayats and linguistic

freedom. He concluded the session by saying that ‘India is a country of diverse culture and

differences of each culture must be embraced’.

All the sessions were very much participative. The participants asked different points of their

doubts which were explained by the speakers enthusiastically. It was a very enriching experience

for all.
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